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school affairs were essentially advanced by the humanistic tendency and by the reformation. Latin schools^ writing schools, German schools (in Germany) for boys and even for girls, were established. In the Latin schools only the upper classes received instruction In arithmetic, in a weekly exercise : they studied the four fundamental rules, the theory of fractions, and at most the rule of three, which may not seem so very little when we consider that frequently in the universities of that time arithmetic was not carried much further. In the writing schools and German boys' schools the pupils learned something of calculation, numeration, and notation, especially the difference between the German numerals (in Roman writing) and the ciphers (after the Hindu fashion). In the girls' schools, which were intended only for the higher classes of people, no arithmetic was taught. Considerable attainments in computation could be secured only in the schools for arithmetic. The most celebrated of these institutions was located at Nuremberg. In the commercial towns there were accountants' guilds which provided for the extension of arithmetic knowledge. But real mathematicians and astronomers also labored together in developing the methods of arithmetic. In spite of this assistance from men of prominence, no theory of arithmetic instruction had been established even as late as in the sixteenth century. What had been done before had to be copied. In the books on arithmetic